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Each year, over 700 young people, known as Robertson Trust Scholars, from a broad range of 
subjects across Scotland’s universities are provided support through a financial bursary and the 
Journey to Success programme.  

Since 1992, the Scholarship has supported over 2,000 young people to overcome financial and 
social barriers to gain the university education and career they aspire to. The programme has 
been designed to support young people who have the drive and potential to access university, 
but not necessarily the money to do so, and we rely on the schools, colleges and universities we 
work with to help identify the most eligible candidates based on our guidelines below.  

Introduced in 2015, the Journey to Success Programme was created to offer self-development 
opportunities and financial bursary support, up to £4,250 per academic year, to 16-25 year olds 
in Scotland who face barriers to higher education. The programme offers a range of training 
sessions and events throughout each academic year designed to support Scholars to work 
towards a career they aspire to.  

We are grateful for those who work directly with young people who take the time to nominate 
them for the Scholarship. Our assessment process is competitive and is based on several 
criteria as listed over the next few pages. Please give us as much detail as you can about how 
the young person fits into our criteria.  

Once our application cycle is complete, we will also contact nominators to share the outcome 
of the nominations they have made.  

Please note that only members of the Scholarship team have access to any information you give 
us. We will use it to make decisions about applications and we will not share the information in 
this form outside of our team. For further information about how we handle this data please 
read our Privacy Statement.  

 

Applicant Details  
 
 
First Name Joe  
Last Name Bloggs 
 
Name of School / College Madras College  
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Financial Need  
 
The Robertson Trust Scholarship aims to support young people who experience significant 
financial barriers to accessing university. Experiencing financial barriers means not having 
enough money to cover essential living costs, such as rent, bills, food, and clothing. 
In our application process we are looking for strong evidence of financial need from the young 
person applying. The following are examples of financial circumstances that might indicate 
financial need in young people accessing university:  

• Having parents or carers who are in a low-income job or who are unemployed  
• Having parents or carers who are eligible for income-assessed social security, such 

as Universal Credit, Scottish Child Payment, Carer Support Payment (formerly Carer's 
Allowance)  

• Being eligible for education-related financial assistance, such as Education 
Maintenance Allowance (EMA), Free School Meals, School Clothing Grants  

• Being eligible for Universal Credit, Scottish Child Payment, Carer Support Payment 
(formerly Carer's Allowance), or Young Carer Grant  

• Being eligible for other income-assessed scholarships and bursaries  
• Having parents or carers in receipt of income-assessed scholarships and bursaries 

including SAAS  
• Other examples of living in a low-income household  

 
These examples are not exhaustive, and we would encourage you to share anything you 
feel is relevant.  

 
Financial Need (Referee Comments) 
 
Joe Bloggs lives in a single-family household with 3 younger siblings. Joe’s father suffers from 
a long-term health condition impacting their mobility and has therefore been unable to work 
for the past five years. They receive Universal credit payments in the region of £13,000 per 
annum and is currently awaiting assessment for PIP.  
In light of this Joe, is currently in receipt of Education Maintenance allowance and free school 
meals. Since the introduction of the Under21’s Free travel card, Joe has been using public 
transport, however this is often difficult due to the rural location of the family home.  
 

 

Under-represented Characteristics  
 
We are particularly interested in supporting students who come from backgrounds that are 
currently under-represented in higher education. These include people who are:    

• Are from Black, Asian, and Minority Ethnic groups  
• Have a disability or long-term health condition  
• Are formally or informally care-experienced (this can mean having lived in 

residential care, having lived with a foster family, having experienced kinship care 
with a member of your family etc.)  

• Have or have had unpaid caring responsibilities for a close friend, family member, 
or guardian (such as being a young carer)  

• Are estranged from their family  
• Are from the Gypsy, Roma, and/or Traveller Communities  

 
We will also aim to support individuals with current or past experiences that could act as 
barriers to entering university. This could include personal or family experiences of multiple 
disadvantages, such as homelessness, substance misuse, domestic violence, mental ill-
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health or other disruptive life events affecting their childhood or home life. This could also 
include those who have experienced deep poverty or very low income.  
Please explain how the young person you are referring to Journey to Success fits into these 
under-represented categories and how you believe this has impacted on their education.  
Under Rep (Referee Comments) 
At times, when their father is unwell or hospitalised, Joe takes on caring responsibilities for 
their 3 younger siblings, ensuring they attend school, cleaning and cooking for the family. This 
has been a stress for Joe in particular during their S5 exam diet where their father was 
particularly unwell. This was reflected in their achievement during this exam diet and is not a 
true reflection to Joe’s capabilities. As shown in the difference between predicted and 
achieved grades.  
Additionally, Joe was diagnosed with dyslexia in S3 which has meant reading and writing have 
been challenging at times. However Joe has successfully achieved a B grade in both Higher 
English and Higher Applications of Mathematics. Joe has utilised the support for learning 
team at school and benefits from access to either a computer or using a coloured overlay 
when reading.   
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Commitment to Learning  
 
Journey to Success is aimed at young people who have a genuine passion and commitment 
for learning and for their proposed course of undergraduate study. Please tell us about the 
commitment to learning of the young person you are nominating.  
 
In the application form, we ask the nominee for information about:  

• Their passion for their chosen field of study, such as why they have chosen this 
degree and why it interests them, or any summer school/work experience they 
have engaged in  

• Their future career ambitions and goals, or what they hope to gain from studying 
their degree  

• How they have engaged with school, college, or their community, such as through 
volunteering, extracurricular activities, or any other relevant activities  

 
We recognise that financial barriers and other life circumstances may mean that the young 
person has not been able to pursue all the formal opportunities they would have liked to. We 
would therefore encourage you to share any information you feel is relevant about their 
commitment to learning and other life experiences that have helped to shape them 
throughout their time at school.  
 
Commitment to learning (Referee Comments) 
For the past three years Joe Bloggs has taken part in the ACES (Access to Creative Education 
in Scotland) Tayside programme. This has not only supported the development of their 
creative skillset but has really been beneficial for their confidence. Joe’s art teacher provided 
a comment “Joe’s technical ability has really improved since attending ACES life drawing 
classes and I have seen their interest in figurative paintings develop. I have no doubt that Joe 
will flourish when attending the BA/BDes General Foundation in Art and Design course at 
University despite setbacks to their achievement in the higher art exam.”  
 
In S5 Joe achieved a D grade for their Higher Art and Design Exam. Although disappointed, Joe 
took on feedback regarding the written portion of the exam and has been attending both 
lunchtime and afterschool study club and we predict they will achieve a B grade in Advanced 
Higher Art (expressive).  
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More About The Applicant  
 
We understand that applicants for The Robertson Trust Scholarship may have experienced 
other barriers in life to accessing education beyond financial need, such as other challenging 
family or life circumstances. If you feel the young person has experienced anything that you 
haven't mentioned already throughout the form that you feel has been a barrier for them and 
may have impacted their education so far, please let us know in this section. 
 
More About The Applicant (Referee Comments) 
Joe lives in an area classified as 4 Remote Small town by the Scottish Government Urban 
Rural Classification. Although this is only about 10 miles/20 minute drive away from school, 
this takes over an hour to reach by public transport. Additionally, this area is also classified as 
SIMD20, which has an overall detrimental affect on ambition. However, Joe is determined to 
better themselves and has been committed to attending a creative university course for 
several years.  
 

 

Any Other Relevant Information  
 
Please give any other information about the candidate that will help the Trust to make 
decision on their application.  
 
Other Information  (Referee Comments) 
In the past year, Joe has come out as Transgender to her family, staff and peers and has begun 
the transition. This has meant on occasion, Joe has been the victim of bullying and anti-social 
behaviour in school. Although not serious, this has had an impact to Joe’s confidence and 
they are struggling to embrace their new identity. However, Joe has engaged in positive social 
activities to help them cope with this change. For example, Joe attends a local boxing club 
where they have been able to express themselves and found a healthy way to expel 
frustrations. Joe has expressed their intention to continue this into university sports societies 
and hopes to compete in future varsity tournaments.  
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Referee Details 
 
First Name  
 
Last Name  
 
Position  
 
Email  
 
Date 
 

 

 


