The Robertson Trust Scholarship Application
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Page 1: Personal Information and Eligibility

Thank you for your interest in applying for The Robertson Trust Scholarship.
Please use this form to describe your life experience in as much detail as
possible so that your application for the Scholarship has the best chance of
SUCCESS.

As part of the application, we will ask you guestions about your financial and
other life circumstances, including potentially difficult or challenging
circumstances. We understand that talking about these experiences may be
difficult, so we would encourage you to make sure you feel safe and
comfortable with someone you trust to support you when completing this
application.

All information shared throughout this form will be kept confidential and
treated with sensitivity, and only members of The Robertson Trust Scholarship
Team have access to this information for making a decision about your
application.

The Scholarship Team includes our external alumni assessors, who may
review an anonymised version of your application as part of our assessment
process. As former recipients of The Robertson Trust Scholarship, our external
assessors bring their lived experience to the assessment process and are

supported with training to ensure a rigorous and eguitable assessment
process for all applicants.

For further information about how we handle your data as part of your
application, please read our Privacy Policy 0N our website.

We recommend saving your answers in an alternate format, such as a
Microsoft Word document.,



Essential Criteria

The Robertson Trust Scholarship supports young people who experience
barriers to accessing education. To ensure this, we have five essential
criteria that any applicant to the Scholarship must meet in order to submit
an application.

Do you meet the following minimum criteria to apply for The
Robertson Trust Scholarship?

1. Resident in Scotland for at least 1 year at the time of application

Z. Have made an application to study at a university in Scotland

3. Aged 16-25 (at time of application) accessing a programme of
undergraduate study

4. Applying to study a first degree at a Scottish university

5. Eligible for SAAS financial bursary support (Young Student Bursary,
Independent Student bursary etc.) and payment of tuition fees

1 meet all of the above criteria

11 da not meet all of the above criteria

Qur financial support is designed to complement support from the Scottish
Government and/or from your university, not to replace it, This is to ensure
you are in receipt of adequate funding to remain in university for the
duration of your degree and receive all the financial support to which you
may be entitled.

We would like to know what kind of support you are eligible for from the
Student Awards Agency of Scotland (SAAS).

You can read about how much support SAAS could give you via their
funding calculator.

Page 2: University and Course Details

Please tell us your current first-chaice university. We understand that this may
change, so please contact the Scholarship Team at
scholars@therobertsontrust.org.uk if your plans change after applying.

Please note, changing your university will not influence the outcome of your
application.

Your chosen university

Mame of University *

Please select... w
Type of Degree *
Pleaze select... v

If you can't see your degree type, please use Other... to enter your awn.

Mame of Course *

Flease write as it appears on your UCAS application, not including the course code.

When does the course begin? *

If you can't give us an exact date, you can give us your best estimate.

When would you expect to graduate? *

If you can't give us an exact date, you can give us your best estimate.

What type of offer do you have? *

| don't have an offer yet v



Which year of the course would you be starting in? *

1st v

Where do you plan 1o live in your first year of university? *

Flease select. .. w
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Page 3: Assessment Criteria

In this section, please tell us as much as possible about yourself and why you
feel you would be a good fit for The Robertson Trust Scholarship and Journey
to Success programme.

The more information that you are able to share with us, the better we will be
able to evaluate your application. For each question we suggest writing
between 250-500 words.

Financial Need

The Robertson Trust Scholarship aims to support young people who
experience financial barriers to accessing university.

Experiencing financial barriers means not having enough money to cover
essential living costs, such as rent, bills, food, clothing etc.

We recognise the additional pressures faced by young people when trying to
attend university while experniencang additional financial barriers. Because of
the stress they can cause, these barriers can prevent young people from
participating fully in their education and getting the most out of their time at
universiry.

We view indicators of financial need as including;

» Having parents or carers who are in a low-income job or who are
unemployed

» Having parents or carers who are eligible for income-assessed social
security, such as Universal Credit, Scottish Child Payment, ar Carer
Support Payment (formerly Carer's Allowance)

« Being eligible for education-related financial assistance, such as
Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA), Free School Meals, Schoaol
Clothing Grants

« Being eligible for Universal Credit, Scottish Child Payment, Carer
Support Payment (formerly Carer's Allowance) or Young Carer Grant

» Being eligible for other income-assessed scholarships and bursaries
» Having parents or carers in receipt of income-assessed scholarships

and bursaries including SAAS
» Other examples of living in a low-income household



Please rell us helow which sacial security benefits you believe you or your
parents/carers are eligible for. If you are unsure, please explain your
circurnstances in more detail in the text box: *

LI Free School Meals
Educational Maintenance Allowance (EMA)
School Clothing Grants

|_Universal Credit

I Scottish Child Payment

|l Carer's Allowance/Carer Support Payment
Young Carer Grant

| 1Other

Please use the free text box below to tell us in your own words more about
your experience of financial need. We would encourage you to share
anything you feel will help us understand your circumstances maore fully to
support your application. *




Groups that are under-represented in higher education

In addition to supporting students with experience of financial need, The
Robertson Trust Scholarship aims to support students who belong to
groups that are also currently under-represented in higher education.

Being under-represented in higher education means certain groups of
students have lower rates of participation because they experience other
barriers not experienced by the majority of the student population. As
such, these groups may be less likely to attend and stay at university
wirthout addirional support.

We see groups that are under-represented in higher education as
including people who:

» Are from Black, Asian, and Minority Ethnic groups

» Have a disability or long-term health condition

» Are formally or informally care-experienced (this can mean having
lived in residential care, having lived with a foster family, having
experienced kinship care with a member of your family etc.)

» Have or have had unpaid caring responsibilities for a close friend,
family member, or guardian (such as being a young carer)

= Are estranged from their family

e Are from the Gypsy, Roma, and/or Traveller Communities

You can click on the hyperlinks above to find out more information about
each group.

Please select from the checklist below which of these groups you feel you
belong to. We would encourage you to be as honest as possible and to
select as many groups as you feel you belong to.

If you are unsure if you fit into one of these groups, feel free to send an
email to the Scholarship Team at scholars@therobertsantrust.org.uk.

Please select from the checklist below which of these groups you feel you
belong to. We would encourage you to be as honest as possible and to
select as many groups as you feel you belong to.

If you are unsure if you fit into one of these groups, feel free to send an
emall to the Scholarship Team at scholars@therobertsontrust.org.uk.

Please tell us which group(s) you feel you belong to: *

Il am from a Black, Asian, or Minarity Ethnic Group

Il have a disability or long-term health condition

Il have formal or informal experience of care

1 have or have had unpaid caring responsibilities

Il am estranged from my family

11 am from the Gypsy, Roma, or Traveller communities

Il do not feel | belong to any of these groups

Please use the free text box below to tell us in your own words more
about your experience of belonging to one of these groups and how this
has impacted your experience of education so far.

If you have selected '/ do not feel | belong to any of these groups', please
tell us about any other current or past experience that you feel could act
as a barrier to entering university. This could include personal or family
experiences. *




Commitment to learning

The Robertson Trust Scholarship includes Journey to Success, which is a self-
development programme aimed at young people who have a genuine
passion for and commitment to learning. You can read more about Journey
to Success in our Scholar Handbook.

As part of your application, we would like to know more about:

e Your passion for your chosen field of study, such as why you have
chosen this degree and why it interests you, or any summer school/
work experience you have engaged in

» Your future career ambitions and goals, or what you hope to gain
from studying your degree

= How you have engaged with school, college, or your community, such
as through volunteering, extracurricular activities, or any other
relevant activities

Please use the free text box below to tell us in your own words about your
commitment ta learning and self-development.

We recognise that financial barriers and other life circumstances may mean
that you have not been able to pursue all the formal opportunities you
wauld have liked ro. We would therefare encourage you ta share any
infarmation you feel is relevant about your commitment to learning and
other life experiences that have helped to shape you as a person.




More About You

We understand that applicants for The Robertson Trust Scholarship may
have experienced other barriers in life to accessing education heyond
financial need, such as other challenging family or life circumstances.

If you feel you have experienced anything that you haven't mentioned
already throughout the form that you feel is a barrier, please let us know in
this section, We are particularly interested in understanding how you feel
these experiences have impacted your education so far.

We understand that it may he difficult ro talk ahout these experiences, and
so we would encourage you to make sure you are in a comfortable space
with someone to support you when completing this section of the
application.

If you require any support with this section of the application, please
contact the Scholarship Team at scholars@therobertsontrust.org.uk. Please
note that getting in touch with us won't influence the outcome of your
application.




Page 4: Availability and Declaration
Availability for Welcome Weekend

All new Scholars are encouraged to attend our Welcome Weekend as this is
the first step on the Journey to Success Programme.

The Welcome Weekend is a 3-day residential trip to the Lake District. Here
you will get the chance to meet fellow Scholars, Scholar Ambassadors and
the Scholarship team while taking part in ‘challenge-by-choice’ team
building activities designed to support you with the transition into
university and explore the support the Scholarship offers you.

The Welcome Weekend takes place at OQutward Bound, Ullswater in the
Lake District, and the Trust is here to support you to take part as much as
possible. We encourage all applicants to watch our 2022 Welcome Weekend
video to learn more about the event.

We provide free transport to and from the centre, departing from and
returning to Glasgow with a free lunch, We can help you with travel costs to
Glasgow and accommodation the evening befaore departure if needed.

All accommodation, food, waterproof clothing, rucksacks and walking boots
are provided free of charge, but if you are worried about any other costs
associated with attending this weekend, please let us know in the guestion
below.

If you are unable to attend the Welcome Weekend you may find it difficult
to access the peer support network that is created through spending time
with other Robertson Trust Scholars. Scholars have described how vital the
Welcome Weekend is to making friends and making the best start to life at
university.

If you have any concerns about attending the Welcome Weekend, please do
get in touch with us at scholars@therobertsontrust.org.uk.



We will be departing from Glasgow on the morning of Friday 22nd of August
and will return to Glasgow late afternoon/early evening on Sunday 24th of
August.

As we need to know numbers as soon as possible please let us know if
you can attend:

1 confirm | can attend the Welcome Weekend on the dates above
)1 would need support to help attend the Welcome Weekend

21 am unable to attend the Welcome Weekend on the dates above

Declaration

| declare that all the information in this application is accurate and
a{ee that this, and other suppurtinf information held by my
school/college and intended university, can be shared.

L1 confirm that |, the applicant, agree to the above declaration.

If your application is successful, we would like to share this with
your nominator, including your name.

I confirm that |, the applicant, agree that The Robertson Trust can share

Lthe detalls of my application, should it be successful, with my
nominator.

For more information on how we protect your privacy and securely process
your data please read our Privacy Policy.
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