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Your Personal Statement
S6 Session 2



msf Session:

0 How to search the right course for you.

O How to apply to your chosen course.

0 Key dates to remember.

.

ﬁ'g Session: \

L Understand the importance of a personal
statement.

0 What admissions officers are looking for.

O How to begin structuring your statement.

. /

S



What is a oersondg fatement”

Short piece of tormal writing that supports your Qpp\icgﬂon
5 guestions to he|p yOou sfructure your answer
Minimum 350 characters per question

Overall maximum of 4000 characters

Demonstrate your know\edge & undersmndmg of the course you are Qpp’ymg fo

Highlight your skills & qualities

Provides personcﬂ context to other areas of your Qpp\icgﬂon



'mportance of personal

e Read by reql peop\e—
admissions tufors.

e Magke the difference between
getffing an offer and not!

 Opportunity to provide
context and more details
about your achievements.

. App\icoﬂons are compeftitive,
statement can make yOou
stand out.

 Shona Barrie- Director of
Admissions at University of
Sﬂr\mg SAYS...

statement

“Do talk about you,
why you're a good candidate,
your motivations, and what
brings you to this course.
Don't start with a quote from
someone else.”




What informatian to include?

**’*

o V) —

-

o -

o -

Excitement and  Knowledge and Areas of Relevant Personal Examples that

enthusiasm for  understanding academic awards and contextual showcase
SubjeCT ared of course inferest achievements information skillset

S



A aal 4. .

Getting startec



 Blank sheet can be daunting PERSONAL
STATEMENT BUILDER

4000 characters of 4000 remaining

« Give yourself time for
research

« Plan before you write

» Use tools like UCAS Hub

View personal statement guides

CONTINUE WRITING

S



As easy as ABC..

Activity Benetit




As easy as ABC..

What actions How does this
have you
taken?

relate to the

course you are

Qpphﬂﬁgfo?

Activity Benetit

What skills

have you
gomed{rom
your actions”









Benefit




CQUYS@




Alternative methods

Q2-

Preparation | icts
| Question 1| | Question 3
o » Talk from visiting scientist
Work ICIZ.O .QS .
Experience TBO'E\IEQC PTEfECt 1n SChOO].

| | Took part in science

competition
RQOd b’O on
. Resegrch L. e ° °
Lab skills sl Jyiritional - Have learning difficulty
Dyslexia

|
e Careers Fair

Food Science

Course

-



Research your ggurse choices

Overview Your Modules Learning and assessment Eniry Requirements Fees & funding Apply Through Clearing -

Year 1 Core Modules

You must study and pass all six core modules

Introduction to Environmental Sciences - ENV105

Brief description
This module provides civil and environmental engineering students with an introduction to environmental sciences. Students will gain fundamental learning on
earth process and human impact that is vital to the engineering profession.

Indicative content:

« Contemporary landscapes: Understanding the geology, rock and nutrient cycles and weathering which produce the ‘hard’ landscapes which are then
colonised by plants and animals to produce ecosystems and contemporary landscapes found today.

« Ecosystems, Ecosystem services and sustainability: How ecosystems can be evaluated in terms of ecosystem services, how resources are used, degraded,
polluted, and managed.

« Land-use and stakeholders: Understanding the interests of stakeholders and how conflicts are managed and resolved.

Inderstanding how climate change models have been produced and how they are used for future predictions using IPCC emission
scenarios.

« Engineering approaches: How hard and soft engineering approaches can be used in response to current and future environmental challenges..

Year 1 MySuccess Modules - Term 2

You must study and pass MySuccess modules of your choosing totalling 20 credits




Abertay University lecturer
in call to save planet in
Antarctica video diary

HOME 5 NEWS > ABERTAY UNIVERSITY LECTURESR IN CALL TO SAVE PLANET IN ANTARCTICA VIDEO DIARY

Abertay climate scientist documents breathtaking climate
mission to Antarctica

r on Abertay’s MEng/BEng (Honz) Civil and Envircamental Engineering degree, waz o
e ke ed 2

5. engineering, mathz and medicine} on the Homeward Bound voyege sboard the ship MV

'3'%‘; Climate change * Climate change refers to
“4 long-term shifts in temperatures and...
>

AR

Watch on 3 Youlube ’i’




FAGE THE FAGTS

THE FACES BEHIND SCOTLAND'S CLIMATE SCIENCE
REBECGA WADE

SCOTTISH ALLIANCE FOR GEOSCIENCES, ENVIRONMENT AND SOCIETY
ABERTAY UNIVERSITY

: )\
L B@ss = )
™ 4 S science by nf
The Ryl Socicty N\ advisory 2
'.n_,.mll’.:.o.." - \m council Sooeash Adore A E and Socety — LT i T TR

v Goosclence, Emvirenment.




Structuring your statement

3 questions scaffolding

-



W%y do you want fo sfudy this course or
subjecf?

« Genuine interest and intention behind
application

« Show passion and excitement
e Personal influences

 Bright spark moment

e Future Career

e Informed choices- research carried out
about course or subject area

S




Question 1- Motivations

‘ Studying journalism interests me a lot

because it means I can learn and express
myself through words for a living. It
means that I can introduce things to
people that they may never have found
out otherwise. Like how my older
brother introduces me to new music. I'm
passionate about this because him doing
that opened a door for me as I find music
as a way to escape reality. And I hope
that this butterfly effect can do the same
to other people as well.”

Lack of understanding- Does
not show any detailed
knowledge of journalism

Relevance- What does music
have to do with journalism?

Informal- tone of the writing

lacks formality of a piece of
writing

.



Question 1- Motivation

“A few years ago, I was chosen by my
school to attend an event where we met
a journalist, Stan Cullimore. He spoke
about his love for journalismm and how it
fuelled his curiosity for things which he
could then turn into an article. Cullimore
inspired me to take a course in
journalism by speaking passionately
about his career and how he wasn't just
listing facts, he was telling a story. For
me, journalism isn't just giving details
about political affairs but doing so in a
way that captivates the reader.”

Bright spark moment- Shows a
unique individual personal
experience

Relevance- Shows reflection
and understanding of the role of
a journalist



How have your qualifications and studies
%e\ped you fo prepare for this course or
subjecf?

« Not just a list of qualifications
« Projects / Experiments / Activities
« Topics of interest

« Non-Classroom activity

« Volunteering / Responsibilities / Competitions /
Clubs

S



Question 2- Pregaration

“Through the school, I have taken * Vague- This does not add
numerous opportunities to engage in anything new to the

. el . . . application.
other activities, aiming and succeeding
in developing many useful skills such - Listing skills- there is no
as communication, teamwork and my evidence for the skills
confidence, further.” presented

S



Question 2- Pregaration

“In school I am taking part in the CREST awards, I am
investigating water pollution. In preparation I researched
pollutants and their impact on the environment. Then I sampled
local water and used a kit to test for pollutants such as nitrates
and excessive iron content. So far, the results have shown that
the bodies of water in Dundee are surprisingly clean. Despite
the award still ongoing, I have gained valuable experience in
scientific research and project planning which will help me
succeed in a degree in STEM.”

S



What else have yOu done to prepare
outside of educaﬂon) and why are these
experiences useful?

« Not enough to list experiences

« Genuine reflection and connected to the
subject area

« Contextual Information- Overcoming
challenging circumstances

Extra Curricular Activities
Work Experience
Research / Reading / Videos

HE Preperation

HEI Visits



Question 3- Overcoming Chgllenges

“At home, I am a young carer for my
younger brother, who has a physical
disability and type 1 diabetes. I regularly
check his blood glucose levels, organise
his medication, and support him
managing daily insulin injections. While
this has meant I've not been able to
engage in after school clubs or sport this
experience has enhanced my resilience
and empathy. I feel that caring for my
brother has prepared me for a career in
pharmacy and hope to use my skills to
support other vulnerable people.”

Provides contextual
information- more detail on
how individual circumstances

Relevant- Shows the impact
circumstances have on the
applicant

Knowledge and
Understanding- of the degree
and career in pharmacy

.



Todgy we have covered: \ mexf Steps: \

0 The importance of the personal O Make a mind map of your current skills
statement. and experience

O Research your choices and investigate
O How to get started, using research to topics of interest
make informed choices

O Starting to write your statement O Use UCAS Personal Statement Builder to

/ K start writing your statement /

S



Any

QOuestions’?
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@LIFTOFFSHEP
@LIFT.OFFProgramme

@LIFTOFFO Tweet

WWW.\iH—oH.Qrg.uk

-
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